Chapter IV

CONCERNING "TO BK OR NOT
TO

Though the intriguing character of I lamlet
been minutely X-rayed by a good many astute
intellects with the hope of determining why the
young prince procrastinated so disastrously in
swooping to his revenge, it is noteworthy* if by
no means astonishing^ that nobody has enter-
tained any suspicion of his possession of an
initial, though impermanent: trait, one which only
awaits full recognition to afford a rational ami
conclusive solution to the perplexing mystery,
The reference here is to a line of thought which
for a time Hamlet obstinately harboured, but
which certain curious circumstances have long
obscured; and it is part of my present purpose
to remove the difficulties barring the way to a
proper understanding of the matter* IVIy main
aim is to show that at the outset of the play in
one of its earlier forms, Hamlet had no belief
in the existence of ghosts, and that his delay 10